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MR. CLAPPER. Well, I can't -- I don't know, you know,
specifically, because I don't héve any insight into that sort of thing
now. I probably wouldn't have even if I had access to classified
information.

But certainly, the approach they took here is very
stereotypically Soviet/Russian practice. A soft approach, plausible
deniability, determine if there is interest, which there was, and
that's probably all they wanted to determine for that encounter.

Q And the ICA dealt with an entire influence campaign, not
one activity, but an entire campaign.

MR. CLAPPER. Right.

Q When you look at the campaign and you look at the Russians
establishing a network, that would include, from your experience, both
people who may knowingly be cooperating, may unknowingly be
cooperating, may think they're building world peace, et cetera, but
meanwhile that can all, from Putin's perspective, all work to
accomplish his objectives?

MR. CLAPPER. Yes. And I think John Brennan has spoken to that,
that people can be recruited and coopted, perhaps unwittingly, until
it's too late. And that is, again, the soft approach that Russians
have long used.

I  hove no other questions. Thank you.

B ots it, sir.  Thank you.

MR. SCHIFF: Director, thank you very much for your service and

for coming in again.



106

MR. CLAPPER: Sure. Thank you.

[Whereupon, at 12:32 p.m., the interview was concluded]



